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Hi... I’m Roger
 Heeburt, film critic

for the Chicago
SunnyTimes.

And
I’m Master
Sergeant

Half-Mast, pm
expert for PS

Magazine.


 

Nice to have
you here, master-

Sergeant.

On tonight’s
show we’ll be looking

at three recent training
films coming out of

Fort Hollywood.

Our first film,
The M113 Follies of 1999,
tells the tragic story of

a broken-down M113 and
the crew members who

maintained it.
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Wow! I give this one a BIG 
‘thumbs up’. I thought that the

dramatic pacing was SO well done. The
subtle performances by the actors

touched me deeply.

I have to disagree with you on this one, Roger. Where was 
their military advisor when they made this movie? On Mars!?

Last, but not least,
they dropped the
ramp much too hard! 
that puts a
strain on the
hinges, pump 
and cable.
Slow and
steady is the
way to go.

I have no
choice but to

give this film a
BIG ‘thumbs

down’!

I think you’re missing
the whole point of the film, but

I can see that I’m not going to
change your mind!

Our next film, How Dry

Rotted Was My M12 Decon

Hose, is the latest work
by the German director,
Otto Von Fenderbender.

It tells the 
fascinating story of a

specialist learning the ropes from
his grizzled-but-good-hearted

sergeant on the care and
maintenance of an M12A1

decon unit.

"In one scene, these fellows
had w-a-a-a-y too much 

gear stored on the ramp. 
it eventually would have 
broken the cable."

"In another scene, the ramp
was clear, but the crew was
driving down the road with
the ramp down! That’ll warp

the ramp, ruin the seal, 
break the locks and damage 
the hinges! Any smart M113
operator would make sure
the ramp is fully up and
locked before moving out."

we've
got a lot

more decon
units to
store.

right,
sergeant!

"and did you see them racing

the engine in order to raise 
the ramp faster? it takes
15--20 seconds to raise the
ramp at 1,200 rpm. sure, you
can raise it faster by revving 
the engine--if the ramp pump 
survives! you’ve got to go
steady and have mercy on 
the pump."

a few moments later. . .
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Surely you can’t find fault with�
THIS movie! the sun setting behind�

the decon unit was a cinematic�

masterpiece!

My thumb�
is UP! Way,�
waay UP!

...but I have to go against you again! This film is a
travesty of preventive maintenance! These guys should
be storing scissors and paste in a kindergarten crafts

room, not storing M12A1 decon units for the US Army!  

Roger,
you can�

hold your
thumb up ’til

it turns
blue... 

For starters, before storing the hoses they should wipe off

all the grease, clean them with a mild detergent mixed with
hot water and then let them air dry completely. They should
store the hoses in the hose compartments on the M12’s pump
and burner units, making sure that the compartment lid on
the burner is securely latched to help seal out water. They

should store the blender hose in the
hopper of the water tank and the
suction hose on top of the tank.
Finally, they should put the pump’s
cover on to keep the hoses dry.

Well, I can see that we
are just not going to 

agree on much at all 
tonight! I hope you’re
not this hard on
the folks at PS

Magazine.
You’re really
nitpicking. . . 
such small
things,
really!



Roger, our last film, You

Only Trail Twice, is the latest
entry in the James Bondo

series. Our hero, disguised as
an Army specialist, must haul a

generator on a trailer from
Fort Dix to Fort Bliss...

I’d rather eat a month-old biscuit

than give this movie anything other
than the big ‘thumbs down’ that it
deserves!

Small things to you,
maybe, but a soldier can’t look

at it like that. He has to have his
equipment ready to move,

shoot or communicate
at all times...

...with an
evil madman trying to

kill him every step
of the way.
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At no time did
the musical score 

fit the mood.

Oh,
James!

The film editor seems to have
done his job blindfolded with

one hand tied behind his back!
This movie is easily the

worst of the twenty-three
‘Bondo’ movies.

Now...
your turn.

 Let ‘em
 have it!

i
loved

it.

Y-you
loved it? 

How is that
possible!?

Easy...the writer won my
heart when he had Bondo go

through a pre-trip check. It was
wonderful! I clearly counted

these ten things he
looked for.

THE
CASTING AGENT

MUST’VE BEEN DRUNK 
CASTING JUDY WILSON

AS THE NEWEST
'BONDO GIRL'.

"Finally, I think 
we’ve got a 
stinker here 
that we’ll both 
agree on! This 
movie was 
excruciatingly 
awful! "
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When I saw him doing those
things, he could’ve kissed the wrong end 

of his horse and I still would’ve given
this film a big ‘thumbs up’!

I give up!
You win!  I guess I’ll
have to start taking

preventive maintenance

into account when I look
at future films.

Thank you,
Master Sergeant

Half-Mast, for sitting in

with me tonight. Until next
week, always save us

the aisle seat!

And
remember,

good pm will
always win you

a 'thumbs

up'!


